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gets up-stage, L of Othello, on *How now, General, no
more of that5 Othello should already show a great increase
in passion a few minutes off the stage can very often be
allowed to correspond to hours
Othello now speaks his first words 'Avaunt, begone *
fiom the steps, with great, though controlled, intensity,
then crosses lago to LC on the words 'What sense had I '
He has come a little downstage, and maintains the position
for CO now forever * facing diagonally L away from lago
Duung his next violent speeches he turns on lago C, his
wrath using, and attacks him, thi owing him to the ground
dose to the table, then walks back L and paces down stage,
then up, distractedly, on 'I think my wife be honest and
hhmk she is not' He is violently agitated Observe that this
action of the scene is using mainly the left of the stage as
Jae first pait of it used the right lago is driving Othello
down-stage, and to the left At 'Death and damnation *'
Othello sinks on the couch the first time he has actually
ouched it lago draws close, telling him of Cassio's sup-
posed dream Othello is projected by this down C The
movements are getting more violent and rapid in succession
[ago quickly follows up on his L and drives in the final nail
Anth his words about the handkerchief This finishes Othello
EC crosses to the down L corner cNow do I see 'tis true '
He blows his love to the winds and invokes hell-vengeance
The scene was rounded off by Othello striding back to
he steps RG on 'Blood, blood, blood|J lago follows to LC
Soth pi ay to the marbled heaven of the sky-sheet Othello
rosscs lago L as he asks him to go with him 'aside9 and find
swift means of death' for Desdemona, then stops, turns,
xnd puts his hand on lago's shoulder 'Now ait thou my
icutenant' lago kneels as the curtains close Othello's cross
shows they are to exit L, that is, away from Desdemona to
the lago-world lago's kneeling gives a useful touch ol
Mephistophelean servitude
No doubt all this sounds iminterestmg, but it is not so in
peiformance  Notice that foi this ciucial scene we have